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 RzeaDaR, CAMBRIDGE 
ERS Shall not be curious to'ſatisfic the Reaſon of any 
£27 prepoſſeſt opininn yas ſhe the Times hath gt» 
Wl Ven an open to. cleare every imagination 
which is not ſtifled in this Dampe , Thave'en- 
£25 deavouredto contraft my owne Meditations'in 
_ a natrowW roome; and rather expoſe them to the 
cenſure of the molt judicious, then reft ſatisfied alone, and ad- 

mit this cloady ſarface to overwhelme'ſovaſt a body. 

I confefſe it was no meane part of my happinefle'in ourdatt- 
gerousextreames.to hope for a happy Union by that ſoyeraigrie 
medicine of a fading State, a Parliament; and'knowingthe ad- 
'mirable affeian of our ious Soveraigne tothe pcgys 
ayuict of the Kingdoms, though it was His unſpe 
-tune, never to Know the mi ry fery of the people, tilltheir ered 
| tents were grown wart ,they arg _ {if not al- 
| together)-uncurable , by unreaſonable and 1 Mona» 
olics, exated by ſomeill-atfefted ney contuceginkevn 
his advantage; burto the furthering of their ambition, who not» 
-withſtanding could as cafily deſert him in his miſery, as before 
'bethe readyInſtruments to importune himto this milchief,upon 
-pretenceof zLegali Authority: which who knows not'yPrmee 
may be-ſoon mikey in ice or noue.canhe tilly as re 
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y arcs ot on *Rights a » Properties atroady eflablſherbia Par-- 
wn ne-by fuch A of Graee,, as could never finde Preſidents 


- From His Anceſtors f beſidesthe utter extirpation of Ship-njo- 
ney» Monopolics , upon what prgrence ſoever.; thoſe Arbi- 


s of ice, Commiſſion , Starre- Charber , 
a _ dthe. 


OS .counkegoodihe eaſt injuſti | 
zard on His part, to adventure what our conſeiences.enforee us 
-x0:make good for Him on our part;8the confervarion of theſe 
- Þdreſoap by Mim(in che word of» King)wich fuch anuſual 
expreſiions., :that if-rhey came from a wer j-(I ſuſpected 
1 was beand to beleeve in oF? Win 
E ſerious aſſeverations, God /o deale with Ae and my Chil- 
_ rem; es ] intend-torconſerve.my Parliament im-3t's Privitedges, 
7s of the Subjefts, and the true | _ Proteffant Relia 
ſa profper. mein what ] take ns. 
#: Iethere yer furcher way to" ET ws hab they 
- may beſo ſecure; that a violation may feeme impoſſible, with- 
:<ug.che ſubverſion of the very Letter ofthe Law? Why is it 
not fropos'difit beho Invaſion. of that Juſt Prerogative , was 
-yevenAlenied His Ancciors and what He/hath :deſerved on 
' © » ah at. 


"0 


—_ 
Peony manegel win too! gr pr as ae Yer for 
ſatisfaction, let's weighthe amends wee'are like to: 
Pa wnpe ey oe -from theſe few inconveniences, amongſt the 
thouſands which daily expoſe themſclves to- ourview./ ©: - 
| 8, The unlimiccd power of the tv;o/ Houſes hath already G 


famed intorhcir own-hands a-formall Ordinance, countermand- | 


ing, ſuſpending, nay,creating As of Parlianient, 
15 name of AQs, yet in the power of Acts, wh 


and People are obliged to obey-; lhowito diſtin 
- Bance from an Act of State;/T ain-not-well ſati 


dough not in 
by both-King 
niſh this Ordie 
z yet have 


heard it call'd Treaſon in one of their Members: for thiscompa- - 


rifon}though —_ mens 6t ovifoe,. That it ſhould be ns 
T—_—_ mma deesto-imitate. - Is this the ſe< 
our und Frags we have (o lorig endeavoured *: 
pr too mha pry life in his hand, mannag'd by an exa& 
. power of a bare Vote, which iFany, eontradids, muſt ſoffer un- 
der:the name of a Malignant party; thoigh of their” own Mem- 
bersz and not proceeded againſt by the juſtice of any precedent 
_ As, but condemned by the Votes of the preſent Seflion:: and 
" if this be not an abſolute fabverſion_ of the Rights of Parlia- 
ment, and:deftruftive-to the fundamental Lawes of our King- 
dome (wherein our Liberty conſiſts) 1 would faine be ſatisfied 
whar it is: for 'tismoſt apparent to whoſoever examines their 
ordinary proceedings, we have no Law left but what ſeryes 
their turne;; and if that be _defeRive to: puniſh thoſe they 
pleaſe to- call Delinquents, their Legiſlative Ordinance can as 
wellſapply thatdefet, as it could make that obnoxious; which 
tillrhis Parliament no-man conld ever call-a fault, | 
: '3. This continuing power of the two:Houſes,. which if 
they had had a minde ſhould ever bee remitted ; they: would 
have cither expreſſed it.intlieir firſt demand, and limiredic ton 
' &3 _ certame 
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-certain'time wherein they might have compleatly-qualified the 
difquiet countenance of a troubled Eſtate ; or ſince have endea- 
voured ſome Remonſtrance for our ſatisfaction in that particu» 
lar « For 1 would faine be anſwered, Firſt, if they ſit while they 
iſt, and paſſe what they liſt, whether they have not ( dureing 
their pleaſure)ſubverted our Menarchy by their Democracy,and - 
inveſted themſelves wich a power moreArbitrary then the Mo- 
narchicall Government could pretend'to; that having his Limi- 
rations and Rules of Lew, which the Judges are to anſwer (if 
they miltake)or thoſe that adviſe theKing:theirDemocracy ha- 
ving no: boands, being but a thing of yeſterday, and which as 
yet we cannot underſtand , afſuming to themſelves the ſole 

power tojudge of our dangers, and-to propoſe fuch remedy as 
may anſwer their pretences. 2 | | 
- 3. Howeevery conſcientious man-can diſpence with that ſa» 
cred Oath of Allegiance, wherein he calls God to witneſle for 
the vindication of his Princes juſt Prerogative, and their Prote» 
Ration to maintain-an abſolute andanlimited power in the two 
Houſes, wreſted to thoſe Ordinances exprefly inhibited by His 
Majeſties ſpeciall commands : in my underltanding 1t is to no 
other purpoſe then to leade us into a Maze , where, when we 
arc loſt by our miſunderſtanding (which muſt neeefiarily be the 
principall of our ſubverfion,) They will offer us a Clue, ſhall ei» 
ther leade us to their premeditated deſignes, whereby of nece|> 
fity they will become onr Maſters; or to an inevitable ruine, be= 
fore weknow the reaſon of our Feares and Jealouſies, being the 
old rule they ſo often-enveighed againſt : Firſt, to trouble the 
State, then to fabvert the Government, Let it not be objeRed 
now, That 1 am againſt Parliaments, for (God knowes) L am for 
them; and aszealous for my Country as any man that lives : 
But in my opinion,the-belt way to ſecure our Liberty bad been, 
That our Members of both Houſes might continme ſubje& itil], 
iyable to the Regiment of thoſe Lawes which ſhall be enated 
by them; wherein they will have a care of ſecuringtheir owne 
elzares forthe future, as well as ours, which was certainly the 
Intentions of our well adviſed Anceltors, in expofing fo great a 
xralt into their hands, when the Prince called for their advice in 
| MALCTErS 
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marrers of greateſt concernment ; but by this continued Seffion; 
they not onely are inveſted-with an abſolute power,bat are able 
to make themſelves amends at leifure for thoſe monies exhau« 
 fedour of their eſtates, while we groane under the inſupporta- 
ble burthen of their (as they call them) Legall Taxes; and thus 


_ they may well be carelefſe what Lawes are paſt, never intend» * 


mgtobe obfervers, but Eords of what they make. | 
4. Who are theſe pretended Reformers of the Commons 
wealth, but the very Inſtruments who were the favourites du- 
ring our oppreſſion *' I need notname them to any , who has: 
once attended the Epidemicke trouble of our age,and what uns 
heard of converſion-we can- make of their lives, whereby ſuch 
> a confidence ſhould be repofed in them, as to deveſt fo Religi» 
ous and Jaſt a Prince of his unqueſtionable Rights and Prerogas 
tives, and conferre ſuch an unlimited power fo-readily upon 
them.if we return to our former ſenſes, renders me amazed; *tis 
not amifſe to raminate ſome words His Majeſtie uſed in His: 


owne vindication at Newmarket: My Lords, lay your liands on | 


your hearts, who were the contrivers of theſe illegall Taxes,. 
wherewith-you have fo incen{ed my people ? ro whoſe advans 


| tage were theſe impoſitions levied ? are my Exchequers at all 


larger, or did they notrather cenduce to your peculiar benefit?” 
who were the onely perſwaders of them, that you have now 
repaid me with condigne thinkes? Thoſe Favourites being con-- 
tent to be the cauſers , though not companions of their Princes- 
miſ-fortunes, being like Crowes upon a carkafle, that have no 
ſooner bared the bones but they are flowne ; are we not yetſen»- 
ſible, the rules of policy, not of honeſty, to fecure their lives 
and fortunes , not their conſciences , expoſed you to this polt= 
tique , not publique ſervice ?: and had you not in fo exaQ a; 
courſe ſerved your turnes of theſe loyall pretenders-, they had 
beene as lyable to the extremity of Jultice as the greateſt De- 
linquents, that under-went the moſt heavy cenſares ;- and un- 
doubtedly had had their deſerved ſhares , which would have 
given a better- colour to their upright proceedings , as they 


would have you fo believed, if they had impartially diſtributed> 


Jaltice amoneft. the. then. Malignant party : But now yr = 
| ou 
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Auld be ſo Nupid-as to be circumvented with any pretenves 


whatfoever;which out-ſtrip rhe Efſentiallrules of Governmenc 
or Reaſon,and confidein wn mg Vore of an ambitious par- 
ty.tor ought we know, would-admir my perſwader to be'a mad 
man that:could allow. that in his opinion. But make them whae 
you will, ſuppoſe them to be the moſt reall and upright men in 
their lives and conſciences inthe whole world', They are but 
the Counſell of the King and Kingdome,nottheir Commanders; 
for. the health of our State is admirably ballanoed , if that have 
but its due proportion : The Parliament contiſting of three bo- 
dies, the King, the Lords and Commons ; ſo thatif two ſhould 
be deſtructive, and the third remaine ſound, during thoſe Laws 
already in foxce, there can be no danger to our Kingdome bur 
if either of the two can paſſe at their pleaſure what they will, 
the third muſt then of neceſſity ſtand for a Cypher, for confen- 
ting or difagrecing is then of equall valne, and in my opinion 
it's.2 preſident of too greatan adventure; for ſappoſe the King 
and the major part of the Lords ſhould agree an Ordinance'or 
Law,we ſhould think it odentrarar # ONE tothe Liberty of 
the. Subjet , our Commons ſhould-be concluded peremptorily 
againſt their conſents. T heard an AR not long ſince vonched 
In prefident , that had beene ratified againſt the conſent of the 
Lords Spirituall ; where they declared nec poſſmmus, nee volu- 
aw conſentire ; and rhis ſo rare wee could not finde a ſecond. 
At the Parliament at Oxford in 17. H. 3. when the Lords were 
not there preſent, they were faine to difſolve the Houſe with- 
out. paſſing one AR, confirming my firſt propofition , That the 
conſent of two bodies are not of force to make us Lawes with= 
out the third, much leſſe conclude, - The King, who is not only 
the ſapreame head, but the very ſoule , whoſe power gives life 
to their aRions, when their body is once diflolved ; beſides, 
how incoherent is it with that authority committed to them? 


for if the Parliament (which are onely his great Councell) offer 


him a Bill, which He is bound to agree unto, it was more then 
ever His Anceſtors were ; and of his Counſellors, 1t muſt ne» 
ceffarily follow they are His Commanders. 

We have a Maxime with the Subjet, CAodme & conventis 
vincunt 
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| wincunt Zegemi In former ages, and ever fince Parlinthenti were 


in uſe, Le Roy  aviſers were ſafticient- authority to make a Bill 
of both Houſes unwarrantable z and how the King bath loſt that 
Right,or what new Laws are found out deſtructive to that Preros 
gative,I never yet read,nor ever thall,unlefle ſome ſach new Ordi« 
nance or bare Votes can pretend to ſuch an unwarranted power, 
(whereof there was never yet found a Prefident) which can have 
no other operation apon my underſtanding, then, That the Votes 
of the preſent Members which tan at their pleaſures diſpoſe the 
-undonbted Priviledges of the Crowne (by a Law recorded onely 
in their owne breaſts) and giving out to us, ander the guilded Ti- 
tle of the Peoples Liberty ,. when indeed they are but Golden 
Chaines inſtead of Bulruſhes, and (reſerv'd till occaſion ſhaH 
make it too apparent) may finde out a Law of equall force to dif 
poſe the Crowne , when they ſhall ſo farre debilicate the Prince, 
as he ſhall be no way able to make refiſtance ; for when the ſup- 
porters are not onely undermined , but clearly taken away , by 
What reaſon can we imagine the Strature may continue firme? 
that you may be ſure we will not umjultly charge them;be pleaſed 
'to obſerve with me their Orders in theſe few inftances. | 
I, Their cotntenancing theſe unwarranted Ads, either by x 
{editions huddle of indigent people, and fo procuring Petitions to 
neceſſitate theſe premeditated proceedings, or leavying an abſo- 
lute Warre againſt the:King ; ſecuring us 'upen no other reaſons 
Then that they are the repreſentative body of the Kingdome, and 
therefore our Obedience rather to be expected, then our Reaſon 
ſatisfied , which indeed is true enough , if they proceeded upon 
that warranted rule to which no man conld refuſe obfervance, or 
being intruſted by Us with the power of preceding Parliaments 
that they woulÞ® purſue points of ſo high concernment, with the 
fame mature reaſons and deliberations, as they have done, and 
then they might well expe our readinefſe to ſecure their ations, 
But ſuppoſe we ele& one that ſhould ſpeak pr endeayour to enat 
Treaſon, does our eleRion bid us to ſecure him, or will future Pars 
liaments blame us hereafter for giving up ſo great a Delinquent to 
the juſtice of the Lawes? dare we conntenance their Intentions, 
who have fetcht Prefidents from ww weakelt Princes, (nay, and 
| goe 
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the diſadvantage of a3 able a.Prince as 
ever yer held the Scepter;nay, and offer their -ſuppoſitions to the 
Vulgar, [f the Prince be a foole,achild,&c.ought he notto be go- 
vern'd by his Councell, though it be againſt his-conſeat, if it ſtand 
with'the publike benefit: what implication ro make of this I un- 
derſtand not, but Tam fare that it wasnoneof our meaning when 


we gave our voyce in the EleRion-? 'Can an Ordinance of Parlia-- 


ment, without the conſent of the King,renew a repealed AR, and: 
with ſo bold a countenance trample upon the heeles of that Par- 


liamentin Richard rhe feconds time , and this very repealed AR- 


renewed this Parliament; be within one ſtep of it, wherein the 
Parliament tooke the Crowne, and gave it to the then Earle of 


Bullingbroovke; which wasthe reaſon of ſo much bloud in our Ci-- 


vill warres, and was not well ſettled till of late yeares ? And can- 
we blame the King if He deſire ſhelcer from ſuch a ſtorme : If it 
be their intentions, .fure one Bulimgbrooke will not {ſerve their- 
turnes, ſince tliere hath beene equall ſhares in this ſo great-anad= 
venture: And to vouch:the Oath of this Uſurper H. 4. which 
came .in at their. benevolence to a Prince of an unqueltionable: 
Ticle, and never offered before orſince to any Engliſh King thats 
ever we.read or-heard-of (but with its limitations ) is fo far from 
their loyalt pretences, that they are rather to be believed ſtudied 


miſchiefes, andendeayours,to embroyle the Kingdome ina Civill 


Warre: 


2. Todifingage all that would outof affeHtion, or love; intereſt” 


themſelves to fecure the Kings Perſon and Dignity ( it being too: 
apparent to any ordinary underltanding ) ' that ſuch proceedings 
were never warranted by any precidents-of preceding Parlia- 
ments,or thoſe Lawes they call fundamentall in our Kingdome, 
they ſcandalize ſuch with the name of malignant Ferſons,where- 
by His Meniall Servants, either abſolutely -refaſed, or. durſt not 
adventure His-attendance,and countenanee this medley in ſuch a 
ſenſe, .that the King Himſelfeis perpetually traduc'd under this 
abſtruſe Diale&;which though they dare not pur: down in plaine 
Engliſh, for feare the moſt violent among them ſhould be aſha- 
med to owne it: yet by ſuch an implication,asthe plainelt capacity 


cannot. but bluſh, and with admiration wonder, whereto this 


| may 
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may tend, I would faine be ſatisfied what theſe might not doe.; 


whenthey had once maſtered theſe their malignants : i For if you 
will give us as much reaſon as the Ants, you-muſt beleeve a Win- 
ter may come, as well as thinke a Summer's come : durſt any-man 
then oppoſe their proceedings , when they haye reduced all to 


: their owne Termes ; do you not ſpeak your ſel7es the very Law, 


and we as we ought to yeeld noappeale from Parliament, being 
the higheſt Court in the Kingdome; yet in this ſenſe as the King 
is a part of it, (for otherwiſe 1 underſtand not by what right ) it 
has the preheminence of choſe they call the Kings Courts, being 
both conveen'd by the ſame Royall Authority. 

3- The diſcountenancing any Petitions whatſoever, (wherein 
we defire to interpoſe our advice for accommodation, or other- 
wiſe) though never fo agreeing with our -Lawes , unlefle they 
ſtand with the ſence of their party, as if all our Wiſedome were 
ſhut up in ſo-narrow limits , and theſe the onely men in England 
infallible : yet:give me leave toaverre ,-That'to the number of 
almoſt two hundred approved able men , whoſe warranted 


- judgement and ſufficiencies were the onely inducement of their 


Countries EleQtion, have beene faine to fit til}, and ſee things 
carried in this diſorderly confuſion,” ( peremptorily againſt their 
earneſt endeavours ) and havenot beene ſo much as askt their opi- 
nions in matters of greateſt concernment ;: but being unwilling ta 
expoſe their Conſciences to ſo high a Guilt, have withdrawne 
themſelves as unuſefull Members ot ſuch'a Body. , 

4. To infinuate a beliefe of their care to the Vulgar , They 
have perpetually ſurmiſed terrible Jealouſies, which have produ- 
ced no other efte then a deſired ſuſpition of the-King ; yet theſe 


. offered upon moſt improbable conjecures, as every private Let» 


ter is ſathicient grounds to piece up their deſignes, or by ſuch per- 
ſons whoſe private diſcontents leade them to offer theſe high 
indignities to that facred Perſon, they were never worthy to 
ſerve in the meanelt' Office; and though their Lives were ſo 
notorious: for their former .extravagancies , they have by theſe 


{aperfluous inveRives found countenance, till preſuming upon 


their merits, which were none, except to abuſe the King, can be 
called deſert; That they have beene given up to rapine, or _ 
| B 2 _ - 
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feb damnable finne, that nature would never have pardoned; if” 
we had had no Law;Yet theſe mens informations;ſafficiet ground: 
to-traduce the King, thefe Letters molt neceſſary Avimadverſions 

toleayy Forces, to maintain the Kings Forts, Towns, & Magazines: 
againſt Him;T, & in His own name too;as if they could derive that 
authority from Him, that has-no power(according to your Ordi- 
i nance) to leavie them in His owne Defence , though His Perſon 
BY tsin never fo-apparent imminent danger ; yet they for His good,. 


F Þ3 : and the- good of the Kingdome , can pretend to this power, and' 
E-f- beyond : yet that all is not of that infallibility, ket M* Pyms Let» 
Ef ter from Sir Joh» Hothams witneſſe with me. 


F have committed theſe few Obſervations, to-the view of the 
Pablique, finding ſo many bold Pamphlets ( with fo high impa« 
dence) fly at the Face of Majefty unreproved, and every corner 
ſtinks of chis uncleane DoQrine;yet fince it iscome tothis height, 
that we mult declare our felves,or loofe our King:wherin my pur- 
poſe failes,my life ſhall make good to my laſt breath;bur if Religi- 
on;Reaſon, and Law had not warranted fo juſt a cauſe, 1 ſhould 
never have adventured'to cleare a glafle to ſo-foule a-countenance: 

yet before I conclude, let mee propoſe one queſtion in Religion: 
Whether the Church was not in. it's purity in the Primitive times> 
the World agrees they had in-thoſedayes- a' King: that was no 
Chriftian* Whether Chriſt had not more power (then everany 
can ordare pretend'to fince ) to eclipſe that Regall Dignity if it 
had beene deitructiveto the Charch 7 yet heerefuſed the loweſt 
Wik-| | office of a Magiſtrate, But gave to Czſar the things that were His; 
Wd | for when the young man cameto himgand ſaid, Lord commend my: 
ro brother that he divide the Inheritance with mee: He replyes, who 


we | wade mee « Ruler,or a judge amongſt you?But now that we having 
 : | Lt Chriſtian King;profeſſing by His anblemiſht Life, the ſame way 
| to falvationwith us, proteſting to conſerve our Liberties with His 
Life,to make ſach an apparantdiffcrence, which may be the oc- 
calion of the effafion of ſo much Chriſtian Bloud upon meere Jea+ 
loufies, will be the moſt unheard of diſloyalty that can be commit» 
ted.to-future Ages. 


WilLTSHIRE'S: 


(10 } | Es Ed 


WiLTsmRE's Reſolution, preſented 
with che Contributions of divers Gentle- 


men to His Majzsrizs Commiſho- 
ners at OXFORD, 


A a-Þ Oreſmuch a we whoſe names are hereto ſubſcribed, 
| 1/2 vaving taken the late Proteftation recommended: 
ELD unio thu Kingdome in generall, according .10 the 

 AGPIEST. direttion of both Honſes of Parliament, with His 
HMajeſties conſent, whereby wee hold our ſelves moſt eſpecially 
bound and engaged to defend and maintaine with our lives and 
fortunes according t0 0nr utmoſt abilities, the Proteſtant Re- 

ligion eftabliſhed by authority of divers paſt Parkiaments ſince 

the Reformation,and alſs His Majeſties Royall Perſon,and Pre. 
rogative, the juſt and ancient Priviledges of Parliaments, the 
Lawes of this Land, and the Liberty of the Subjett, And: 
whereas it t evident unto 1, that at this preſent bythe mali- 
t10us oo of ſome dangerows ſpirits , the Proteſtant Reli- 

gion hath received manifeſt' detrimem by calummniating, dif- 

comntenancing,and impriſoning divers painfull, reverend, and. 
orthodoxe Divines, as namely DF Featley, D* Oldſworth,. 
Mr Shute of London, and many other men of approved ſound- 

neſſe in Dottrine, ani unſpotted integrity in their lives 
and converſations, and almoſt in all places: obtrading ana- 
beptiſticall; Brownifticall, and Schiſmatical Teachers of 
falſhood, and rebellion, to the diſhonour of God, and ſtandall of 
the Pulpit, abuſed nowadayes to ſeduce us from the Loyalty 

and piety which made our Fore-fathers, and oar ſelves for- 

.merly happy, and to engage win a Civill warre one againſt. 
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another,..The mach, and much worthy 10 be reverented Li- - 
furgie, and Common Prayer of owr Church growne infamoas, 


4 


« 


anda reproach to thoſe that uſe it, and all poſsible endeavour 


wſca utterly to expunge it. | 
Ang baving beene bold with God in hs worſhip, no wonder 
if they proceed to the injury of bis Vicegerent, our moſt Gratt- 


ous Soveraigne, wha oppoſing 4s mich ai in him lay thoſe, and 


other unjuſt and illegal proceedings, was by their ſubtiltie ren- 
dred (aſpedtedio Hu Subjects of inclining 10:Popery,and many 


' other matters equally falſe, that nnder ſuch batefuiljealonſies, 


He might by degrees become leſſe beloved of His Subjetts, and 
they brought into the condition they are at thu time in opers 
marre againſt bim, -wherein, leſt they ſhoula. relent, they are 


made beleeve it.is for the ſafety,and defence of 11s . Perſon, the 


moſt abſurd gullery that ever was put upon a Nation. 
And as the Kin did not alone diſlike theſe injuries done to 
God and Himſelfe, (o neither alone does Hee ſuffer ; for with 
him maſt of the moſt Learned,and judicious Members of both 
'Honſes, whoſe Nobleneſſe, Honour, Vertnes, Piety, Religion, 
and cleare underſtandings, made them declare themſetves 
averſe to the preſent courſe of the times, have beene either im. 
priſoned or ſligmaiized with the brand of Traytors,andPapiſts, 
07 at the leaft malignants,end Prelatiſts.: theſe and.ſucb. like 
have beene all the Priviledges of Parliaments;allowed the Wor - 
thies of our times, andworſe & hatching for them if the Di- 
wine providence preſerve them not. = 
Are our ancient Lawes in any better conaition, -or ſceme 
they not as dead as their prudent comrivers © do not new borne 


Fortes ſupply their roome,and new borne miſeries attend them? 


the Ktxs, his Wife,and Children, voted & forcibly kept out 
of all that s due to them, wee are required to be aſsiſting hereto, 


' #f not,we ſhall be voted to be plundered, or onr gooas and eſtates 


ſequeſired, 
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fit, and thu they have the impudence to publiſh. 


Theſe things being taken into our ſerious conſideration,and- 
the times now requiring us to declare our ſelves,ſince we can n0- 


longer be at peace : firſt condoling the generall calamity of our 


ſelves,and Ireland, we profeſſe to all the world, that we cannot - 
ſee or find any other lawfull way to free us from the diftreſſes- 


we are in, then by our beſt aſsiſtance of His Sacred Majeſtie,a. 


gainſs all that ſhall oppoſe Him inan aſſured confidence that His 


purpoſe is as He hath declared,and no other, than to maintaine 
and eſtabliſh the ProteFtant Religion, *as it hath beene in au-- 
thority & uſe in this Kingdome ever ſince Edward the: ſixth, 
& likewiſe His own juſt and true prerogative,and inheritance, 


derived unto Him from His Anceſlours Kings,and Queens of 


England,and alſo the rights and priviledzes of Parliaments, 
that have beene alway juſtly due to them;to whom we conceive. 
| His e Majeſty oweht eſpecially to hearktn, as hath beene the cus 


ſtome of his Royall Pregeceſſours, they ſeeking in all humility. 


His aſſent to thets debates and reſolutions , by reaſon, not by 


force, and alſo the ancient Lawes of this Kingdome, and all. 


other As of: Parliament , ratified by the Kings copſent, - 


And liſtly, the Liberty and Property of the Subject: Hereto-. 


we hold our ſebves bound by Conſcience and vow to God, Loyal- 

ty to our King, and duty to our Conntry : and ſo God proſper 

a4 45 wee ſhall be aſsiſting to His Majeſtie in the accompliſhe - 

ment of all this... 
oy "i 


ſequeſtred, and all thu is pretended to be for the Liberty of the 
Subjef: we have liberty indeed to give, bat no liberty to deny: 
and we muſt give not 45 we know we are able, but as they think ; 
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both Houſes 


PARLIAMENT, the 20" of January,1641. 
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E3£&V 1 S Majeſty perceiving the manifold diſtractions which now 
B==8 are inthis Kingdome, which cannot but bring greatinconve- 
Bi&3 nicence,and miſchicf:to this wholeGovernment;In which, as 
His Majeſty is moſt chiefly interefled,fo Hee holds himſclfe by many 

reaſons,moſt obliged to do whatin Himlies forthe preventing there- 


of ; Though He might juſtly expe ( as moſt proper for the,duty of 


Subje&s)that propokitions for the remedies of theſe evils onghr rather 
to cometo Him, then from him'; yet His Fatherly care of all His 
-peoplebeing'ſuch, that He will rather la y by any particular reſpeR of 
his ownedienity, then that any time ſhould be latt for prevention of 
theſe threarning evils, which-cannot admit the delaies of the ordinary 
proceedings in Parliament,doth thinke fitzo make theſe enſuing pro» 
poſitions to both Houſes of Parliament. 

That they will with all ſpeed fall into ſerious confideration of aff 


thoſe particalars, which they ſhall hold necefary, as well for the up- 


holding and aa rage = of His Majeſties ſult and Legal Authority, 
and for the ſettling of His Reyenue,as for the preſent and fature eſta- 
bliſhing oftheir priviledges, the free and quiet enjoying of their 
Eſtatesand Fortunes, the liberties of their Perfons, the ſecurity bf the 
true Retigionnow profeſſedin the Church of England .and the ſettling 
of Ceremonies in. fach a manner,as may take away all juſt offence ; 
which when they ſhall have digeſted, and compoſed into one entire 
body,that ſo His Majeltie, and themſelyes may be able to make the 


more cleare judgement of them, it ſhall then appeare by whar His 


Majeſty (hall do, how farre He bath beene from intending, or deſign- 
ing any of thoſe things, which the too great feares and zealouſics of 
ſome perſons ſeeme to apprehend : And how ready Hee will be to 
equall and exceed the greateſt examples of the moſt indulgent Princes 
in their As of Grace, and Favour totheir people. : 

So thatif all theſe preſent diſtrations( which ſo apparently threaten 
the ruine ofthis —— not(by the bleſſing of Almighty God) 
end in an happy and bleſſed Accommodation ; His Majeſty will then 
beready to call Heavenand Earth, God and Man to witneſle, that 1t 
hath not failed on His part. ONTIIAT 
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